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QUESTION-HERDSMAN'S LAKE
LAND.

Holl. A. I3URVILL1 asked the Chief Sec-
retary; 1, floes thle -Minister for Lands in-
tend to dispose of the reclaimed land in
Herdsman's Lake in fee simple or on lease?
2, If the latter, wthat will be the terens of
the lease? 3, In either case, wvill there be
a clause to prevent sul)-letting to Asiaties

The CHIEF SECIIETARY replied
1, Fee simple onl 30 years' terms. 2,
Answered by No. 1. 3, The matter will
receive consideration tinder Seetion 25 of
the Land Act, 1898, but no Asiatic wvill be
allowved to select such land.

RETURN-LAND TAX ASSESSMENTS.
HON. H. STEWART (South-East)

[4.34) : I IUov&

That an analysis of the State Laud Tax
assessments for the years subsequent to the
30th June, 1922, be laid on the Table of the
House.

I intenided to muove this as a formal motion,
but the Mlinister was unable to comply with
Bic- request and I no"- take the opportunity'
to give my reasons for asking for the infor-
muation. I shiall be glad to hear the reason
that actuated the Government in not comn-
plying with my request. In perusing the
17th annual report of the State Commis-
sioner of Taxation-for the year ended the
:30th June, 1925-I noticed that whereas
full] information is given regarding the in-

(i~leiiee o t incomie tax. Ner tv little and by no
ll'eelns ii 1 -to-datc inforimationi is given re-
gardi a n d taxation. I would direct
inialieiz & a teiitioh to the Commisslol, r's
full and infornon e report onl the revalue-
lions of land lo determine thle un improved
value. The ( oinici-sioner stated that since
his last reiioi I eight road districts had been
revalued, making a total of 21 road districts
revalued since amalgamation. As a result,

the valuations in many plates have been in-
creased. The unimproved value in the
ereae v road district has been in-

crae[by roughly 50 per cent.; the flew
unimproved value for the Iferredin district
is 2 / times greater than the old valuation,
being £520,110 against £222,908; the Mt.
Marshall district has been increased from
£122,215 to 1:2S2.112; and Narembeen from
£63,970 to £319,849, or five times the pre-
vious valuation. Dealing with the revalue-
tions effected in the city Bad suburban area,
the report shows that in the central city,
Victoria Park and Subia "co districts, the old
value was £4,356,517, whereas the new. value
is £5,416,773, an increase of over £E1,000,000.
Examples are also given of country town
revaluations. Albany has been increased
from £215,572 to £:281,103, Collie from
£38,243 to £87.596, and Katanning from
£77,505 to £96,623. These three towns corn-
bined showv an increase from £381,320 to
£465,322. The report contains a series of
valuable tables. Table A gives an abstract
of revenue collected during the four finan-
cial years ended 30th June, 1925, from land
tax, income tax, dividend duty, totalisator
duty, etc. Four other tables give analyses of
the occupations of income taxpayers, the
number of people taxed, and the average in-
comes. Table C gives particulars of returns
received in respect of land tax, income tax:
and dividend duties, and particulars of the
persons or companies actually taxed. The
point is that full information is given in
respect of income tax, company duties and
totalisator duties. Yet the only table that
gives detailed information of land tax is
Table IT, onl page 11 of the report, wvhich
is an analysis of land tax assessments for
the year 1921-22 as at the .10th June, 1925.
This means we have no information about
the incidence of the land tax since 1921-22,
when this report-the latest laid before the
House-was compiled. In view of the fact
that the amending legislation was passed
two sessions ago, we should he able to get
complete details of the amount collected. I
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amt not asking for anything, neiv. I1 am
simply asking that a table, similar to Table
M, should be presented for the years subse-
quent to the years 1921-22. Table M1 sets
out the classification of land under the
lieadi rgs metropolitan, goldfields towns,
other towns, and country land, and gives de-
tails of the area assessed and of the value
of land liable to tax at the improved rate
of id. in the pound and at the unimproved
rate of 2d. in the pound. The third column
deals with the area exempt from tax, andi
the fouirth column wvith the total area. In
a nutshell, the Position is that thle last re-
port of the Commissionter of Taxation in-
cludes tables giving nip-to-date informal-
tion as to incidence of income tax, dividend
dttv, andl totalisator tax, butl not of land
tax, which is only brought uip to the year
1922.9 I hope th House w-ill regard my
motion as a reasonable request. I do not;
ask t hat thle information be given for tile
year 1925-26. but it should be as up to (late
as thle Commissioner's last repor-t. I ask
leave to al term myv motion by inserting wvords
wvhi ch will make it clear that 1 desire thle
information in the forms of the table ''M""
to whie-li I have referred.

THE HONORARY MINISTER (Hon.
J. W. Ilick-e v-Ccntral) [4.47] : I amt com-
pel led to opp)ose tile 'notion, as it would en-
tail conmsiderable expense to compile such] a
return. I considered the matter so import-
ant that I consulted the Commissioner of
Taxation regarding- it and obtained front
hint a statement of his views. The Taxation
Department will afford Mr. Stewart every
assistanice to secure the informaftion hie de-
sires, but to make an official tabulation onl
the lines of the motion would involve a
cost disproportionate to the benefits to he
secured. What Mr. Black writes will, I
think, convince Mr. Stewart that to press
the motion would be unreasonable. Mr.
Black's communication reads:-

My seventeenth mntnua report, page 11
table 'M,' contains an analysis of State ianAl
tax assessments as at the 30th~ June, 1925.
There are over 42,000 State land tax assess-
mnlts made a"niually. To sunulyse these as.-
sessinents for three years is going to take a
considerable amount of time, and w-ill inter-
fore witil and delay time current year's work,
and consequently prevent the renlisatiom of
the estimated amount of Federal and State
land tax for the current year. it is not desir-
able that there should be any interference with
the current work; consequently additional offi-
eers will have to ibe put on, or the present staff
put onl overtime at Federal rates, which are

considerably in excess of ordinary rates of
pay, if the information is to be supplied. As
the agreement between thle Commonwealth and
State Governents for tile collection of joint
taxes does not provide for work of a special
nature of this kind being undertaken, the ap-
proval of the Federal Commissioner will firstly
have to be obtained to carry out this work and
thle cost thereof will be chargeable against the
State (3overnuient.

Mlo.t of the reasons for the rejection of the
motion are contained in the Commissioner's
,latement. It is plain that to make anl
analysis of 42,000 State land tax assess-
meats would imply much work and heavy
expense. The cost must be disproportionate
to the results.

H-on. 11. Stewart: What wvould the cost
be f

Tfle PRESIDENT: I think Mfr. Stewart
said lie wished to alter his motion.

Hon. I-. Stewart: Yes.

Them PRESIDENT: Has the bon. member
written out the motion as he desires it to be
altered?

lion. 1-. Stewart: f will write it out,
Sir.

The PRESIDENT: I wish the lion. morn-
ber had the desired alteration written out.
Standing Order 97 provides-

After at notice of motion has been given, the
terms thereof may not be materially altered.
A member may deliver at the Table an
amended notice onl any day, prior to that on
wlhich hie in tends to proceed with such motion.
By leave of the Council a member may with-
dlrawv any notice of motion stamyling in his
name wthen it is called onl by thle President.

Mdr. Stewart desires to alter his motion to
read-

That a tabulated statement similar to table
''M'' in the seventeenth annual report of the
Commissioner of Taxation, giving all analysis
of the State land tax assessments for the years
subsequent to the 30th Junie, 1922, be laid on
the Table of the House.

It is not fair to delay the business of the
House -while an honourable member is writ-
ing out a notice which might have been writ-
tenl before the House suet.

Holl. H. STEWART: I wish to ap~ologise
to you, Sir, and the House for the delay
which has taken place. My desire to alter the
motion arose front a remark made by the
Honorary Minister by way of interjection,
a remark which led me to think that he did
not fully understand the position. That po-
sition, however, is clear to anyone who has
the report of the Commissioner of Taxation
before him.
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Leave given, the motion amended accord-
ingl y,

Ont motion by Hion, E. H. Harris, debate
adjourned.

ElLIS-FEDERAL AID ROADS AGREE-
MlENT.

Second Beading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. iI
Drew) [4.58] in moving the second reading
said: The Bill consists chiefly of the
agreement which has been signied by
the Commonwealth and the State Gov-
ernment. The terms -were arrived at
during a conference between the Works
Ministers of the various States and
the Coimmonwealth Government held in Mel-
bourne early this year. Under the scheme
£20,000,000 will be provided for road con-
struction. Western Australia's share of the
£2,000,000 per annum-it is proposed to
spend two millions annualy for 10 years-is
£E384,000, which amount has been arrived at
on a population and area basis. The £384,-
000, plus the State's contribution of 1s. in
the pound, wvill mean that for 10 years
£672,000 will be expended annually within
this State on road work-re presenting a
total of £6,720,000 in 10 years. The agree-
nsent enables the Federal Government for
ten years to deduct annually from their
grant an amount representing three per

cent. of the loan moneys provided by the
States for road making. This is to be paid
into a sinking fund. It is considered that by
means of the investment of this money, and
compound interest, the liability wviii he liqui-
dated inside of 20 years. The State contri-
bution, as I have already indicated, is 159.
in the pound in lieu. of pound for pound As
was the ease uinder the former arrangement.
The Commonwealth insisted upon a sub-
stantial amount of the State's contribution
being paid out of revenue. This State's
quota from revenue, in the terms of the
agreement, is £:36,000 per atnum. When in-
troducingr his Budget the Premier will an-
nounce the means it is proposed to adopt
to provide the balance of the State's contri-
hution. In connection with the sinking fund,
during the first 10 years the State Govern-
nient will have to advise the Federal an-
tborities each time that an allocation is made
from loan funds, and the Commonwealth
will. then deduct from money available under
the agreement an amount equal to three per

cent, which will be paid into a trust fund
for sinking fund purposes. That arrange-
ment will not continue during the second 10
years. During the second 10-year period the
State Government will have to find three
per cent. to pay into the sinking fund. For
the first 10 years the Commnwxealth Gov-
erment will hold back sufficient money to
cover the three per cent., and as I have just
said, during the next 10-year period, the
State must flid that money out of revenue.
The sinking fund provision is regarded not
only by the Commonwealth Government, but
also by the State Government as a very
sound proposition, as under that arrange-
ment the loan will be redeemed before the
roads are worn out. In connection with the
amount of £36,000 to be provided out of re-
venue$ it should ho remembered that WVest-
eml Australia is the only State in the Comn-
nionwealth that wvill not have the traffic fees
to draw upon. Every other State is able to
utilise the traffic fees in connection with the
contribution uinder this grant. In the other
States those fees are paid to thme central au-
thorities, not to the local authorities and the
.amount spent by such authorities is con-
sidered as part of the State's expendi-
ture. Thme position here is different.
owing to the legislation passed last venr,
and it is nut the intention of the Government
lo in anY wvay interfere with that arrange-
mneat. imi effort was made by the State re-
presentatives at the conference to have the
traffic fees 1)aid to the local authorities and
treated as part of the State's contribution
under the agreement. The Federal V.%inistir,
however, would not agree to that. He pointed
out that the Commonwealth G3overnment did1
not wish to discriminate between the States
in this matter. in Westein Australia, there-
fore, it means that in addition to thme
£672,000 to he expended each year under
the agreemenit, there will also be the moneyv
spent by' the local authorities. Paragraph 5
of the agreement prescribes the class of road
to be constructed. The only alteration comn-
pared with the previous agreement is that
we s9hall now be able to use some of the
grant for main roads and we shall not be
limited to roads running out at right angles
from railways. A number of restrictions
appearing in the previous agreement which
were considered hampering, particularl 'y to
conditions in Western Australia, have been
waived by the Federal Government. The
State Government is confident that a much
wider interpretation than hitherto will be

767
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placed on the proposed agreemnt. Each of the money will be expended on now roads.
time local authorities in this State has been
requested to submit a five years' road con-
struction programme. These programmes
alte now being investigated by the 31ai
Roads Board. The board will then make a
recommendation to the Minister for Works
whom in turn will forward his reeommedda-
lion to the Commonwealth Mtinister in Mel-
bourne. Before the expiration of five years
the second live years' programme will he
prepared in a similar way. The final de-
cisio in regard to the programme rests with
the Commonwealth Alinister, hut should the
programme he in accordance with the terms
of' the agreement, he will have no power
wvhatever to disallow it. No mioney c-an he
made available for any particular road until
the programme, which includes that road, is
approved bhr the authorities in Melb~ourne.
Pending tile finalisation of The proposed
agreement, the Commonwvealth Government
has allowed time State Government three
months' mloneyv on time same basis as last

yersallocation , subject to the condition
thtsuch money be expended on roads that

have not already been approved by the
Commonwealth. That ar-angemnent I under-
stand is being kept. In anicijipation of Par-
liament approving or the agreemient em-
bodied in the Bill, the Government pro-
ceeded to appoint the Mfain Roads Board
so that they might be prepared for their
work as soon as the agreement received the
authority of this Parliament and that of
the Federal Parliament.

Hon. J. Ewing: Will the Main Roads
Board expend all thle money that is avail-
able?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I think that
is the intention. The Main Roads Act makes
practically no provision for funds for the
Main Roads Board, and if the agreement
contained in the Bill is not ratified, the
hoard will have no funds with which to
operate. The Government was so impressed
with the liberality, of the terms of the agree-
mlent. especiailly towvards Western Australia.,
that they' took the responsibility' of appoint-
ing the board, feeling certain that our Par-
[lament would endorse the agreement that
had been made. Parac-raph 6i of the agree-
Iient provides that at least one-fourth of the
expenditure must be on new construction.
This provision would not affect Western
Australia to ally extent because it is antici-
patted that between 70 and SO per sent. of

Althoug-h the five years' programme is in-
isted upon by the Com'monwealth, the state
has been assured that should any unfore-
sevil development occur, necessitating the
tii.n-icr ol IIomet-V from one proposal to
another, every. consideration ivill bie given to

in-h a request. provided it is supported by
the S4tate Govmernment. Rloads running
tlhrotw Ili towns coiltamning a p~opulation of
less than, 5.000 wvill come tinder the scheme,
nit roadls rtlnni nu through towns with a
pop~ulation in excess, of 5,000 will be out-
side (te scheme. The agre-ement provides
that there munst be imad. adequa te p rovision
for- the maintenance of roads. The State
.1lain UlondN4 Board prescrihes haw this is to
be done. or i-ather the Act that we passed
last session indicates it, and in view of that
fact I (In not think there is very much
reason to worry%. In the past the Common-
,vealth Government refused to meet any' pro-
portion of the overhead expenses in con-
nection with surveys and other like matters.
finder the old arrangement these charges
amounted to as high as eight per cent. The
cost is now about six per cent., and uinder
the proposed agreemient the Commonwealth
agree to pay two per cent, towards the
charges irrespective of whether such charges
amount to two per celit. or not. In the past
they, have not contributed a single sixpene
towards that object. Some particulars of
the amount expended over the three periods
during which the Federal Aid Grant has
been in operation, might: be of interest to
lion. members-

Out of thme N;o. I graut work was carried out
ail 731 roads comprising: clearing 135 miles,
forming 84 miles, gravelling and metalling 34
miles. and 1.50 bridges and culverts and river
crossings. The total expenditure at the end
of that Year was £79,194. The amount spent
by the department, including sub-contracts,
was £78,678, by road boards £308, and by con-
tract £208. Out of the No. 1 and No. 2
grants-including the balance of the No. 1
grant that was left over-work was carried
ont onl 174 roads comprising: clearing 465
miles, forming 295 nmiles, gravelling and metal-
ling 228 mles, anid 954 bridges, culverts and
(rossinies. The expenditure on the work car-
ried out, ineluding sub-contracts, was, depart-
mentally, £263,831, by road boards £26,960,
and by contracts £2,981. Oat of the No. 3
grant work was carried out on 141 roads, com-
irising 724 miles of clearing, 232 miles of
forming, 131 miles of gravelling and metal-
ling, and 493 bridges, culverts and crossings.
The expenditure on work cardied out depart-
mentally- wag £122,000, by road boards
£35,209, and by contract £6,248. There is
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a special road grant for reconditioning and
the work was cardied Out On three main
roads. The Pertli-Northam road expenditure
wvas £11,897, the strengthening and widening
of the Helena Bridge, which was carried out
departmentally, cost X1,957, and the total
expenditure on the Pertli-Armadale road was
£13,159. Out of a sum of £48,000 the total
expenditure upI to June wvas £32,013. In the
North-West, work was carried out as
follows: -Clearing 50 miles, forming
2.57 chains, gravelliing 37 chains, metal-
]ing 45 chains, seen creek cross-
ings, five -river crossings, expenditure
£10,344. Of the N o. .3 grant the work
done was: clearing nine miles, forming
346 chaiins. gravclling S chain;, metalling
292 chains, 17 creek crossings, and 7 river
crossingrs. A summary of the three years'
work is as follows: 1,401 mniles of road
clearing, 625 miles of forming, 404 miles of
metalling and gravelling, 1,633 cniverts and
river crossing-s. On the 4th silly, 1923, the
Prime M.\inister advised the previous Gov-
emnient that £00,009 was available uinder
the terms of the existing scheme. Oa 6th
February that Government forwarded sched-
uiles to M1elbourne. At the date thle present
Government took office, £31,179 had been
expended, the whole of it by Government
departments, and not one penn'y by road
boards. In a scheme of this sort a lot of
preliminary work must lie clone. This fur-
nishecs a good excuse for the action of tile
previous, (-toveruinient. They were mainly
engaged, I understand, in preliminary wvork.
The present Government airc endeavouring
to induce the different ioad boards to under-
take work under this scheme. For small
jobs of £1,000 or £C2,000 too much money
would be taken up in the transport of plant
to justify the department in attempting to
carry ourt the work. Last year the -roadt
boards enteredi into contracts for £E35,209
worth of wvork. There has been a graidual
increase in the number of contracts given
to road boards (luring the last two years,
and T understand there will be a further in-
crease as time goes on. In the case of big
aiid difficult works, particularly in the
Souith-West, thie local authorities can
scarcely lie expected to do it, for they wouldl
not possess the necessary plant to lperfonfl
the work economically. Under the old
scheme it was sng~lested that none of tip
grants should he expended within 160 miles
of thle city, hut the Commonwealth authiori-
ties were induced to come to the conclusion

that such a policy would be unfair to the
condition of things existing in Western Auls-
tralia. A great deal of development is
going- on within 100 miles of Perth. it
would be very unfair if the 100-mile limit
were retained. None of the expenditure
ulA1er this scheme can be incurred in the
metropolitan area. The function of the
M!ain Rloads Hoard will be to advise as to
the types of road to be constructed tinder
the schemte. The State Government, I amn
asked to say, ap~preciate the firm stand
adopted by thje Federal M1inister for Works,
MNr. Hill, regarding- the allocation made to
the less popiilated States, especially West-
ern Australia. We received very great con-
siderationi indeed, and desire to tender our
ackiiowledgincnt publicly. I move-

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Hon. J. Ewing, debate ad-
journed.

BILLS (3)-FIRST READING.
1, Plant Diseases Act Amendment.
2, Government Savings Bank Act Amend-

ment.
'3, Forests Act Amendment,

Received from the Assembly.

BILL-SOLDIER LAND SETTLEMENT.

Secaond Reading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. M.
I Prew-Central) [.5.28] in moving the
second reading said: This Bill is to ratify
ans agreement to accept the oiler of the Corn-
inomiweattli Government to reduce the hia-
bilit ,- in respect of the amount loaned to the
State by that Government for purposes of
soldier settlement. The amount of the pro-
posed reduction is £796,000; in other words,
thle Coi non01wes I th Government are writing
Off flint am"ount. Full particulars are given
on file last page oF the schedule of the Bill,
to wvhich I draw the attention of members.
The object of the concession is to enable the
State to extend special relief to soldiers who
have been settled on the land in Western
Australia uinder the prilvious arrangement
with the Conmmon wealth Government. The
agrement provides that after 31st Decemt-
ber. 19301, the rate of interest charged to the
soldier settlers, that is to those placed on the
land under the scheme, shall not exceed 51

/Q

per cent. The interest now chargred is 61,/
per cent., and the average rate now paid to
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the tCommonwealth Government is approxi-
nitely £0t Ss. 9d. per centi. This wvilI be
reduced to 5 per cent after 1930. Since
soldier settlement was first established in
Western Australia, there has been no formal
ag-reement between the Commsoniwealth and
thle States. Settlement has proceeded amic-
ably tinder conditions set out in a letter
fraon thle Commonwealth Government some
years ago. That letter provided that on
money, s advanced by the- State for soldier
settlement purposes, and approved by the
Commonwealth Government, a rebate of 21/L
per cent. would be mnade annually during a
period of live years. That means to say,
there would be a total of 12 / per cent. re-
bated, representing 2 /- per cent. annually
01-el' dye Years. The object of this was to
mieet losses arid rebaites of interest to soldiers.
One of the conditions was that the rate of
interest to be charged to the soldiers should
be 31/2 per~ cent. in the first year, the rate
inscreasing by one-half per cent. annually
until it reached thle current rate of interest
whieh, as I have indicated, is 61/ per cent.
to soldiers and 7 per cent. to civilians.
Clauses 14 and 15 of the schedule ratify
that a Igreemient. All moneys necessary for
soldier settlement purposes since the 1st
July, 1924, were found by the State, and
the rebates of-interest apply only to money
provided by the Commonwealth Government.
There is one exception, however, and that
is dealt with in Clause 15 of the schedule.
In accordance with that clause the Common-
wvealth will allow the State 21/ per cent.
per annumn on 0l06,603. That was an
amiount raised some time ago by the State
on its own bonds;. A few particulars in con-.
neetion with soldier settlement may be of
interest to members. The number of soldiers
now on the land is 5,274. The total advances
approved amount to ;E6,021.197, and the
total advances maide to £5,569,867. The
advances made b N the State Government
since the Jst July, 194, on which the Coin-
inonrwealth Government have not agrTeed to
make any rebate, amount to £C634,648. A s
the soldiers who went on the land since the
1st Junly, 1q24, were placed on the samne
te-rms as those settled prior to that date.
similar conditions must apply to them.
The amiount necessary to cover the de-
ficiency will, if the Bill be agreed to,
comne fromu the concession of £796,000 on the
loans., If the Bill be not passed, the State
wvill have to carry the burden itself. When
the Mlinister for Lands discussed this ques-
tion in June, 19025, with the Commonwealth

olliciats$ ill Melbourne he was informed that
this phase of the matter had been taken into
cunstueration, and that if the rebate were
granted, the concession of 4796,000 would be
reduced accordingly. The Commonwealth
Uovernmient were quite prepared to make a
rebate regarding the soldiers settled since
[iec 1st July, 1924, but if it were done they
would reduice the amount of £796,000 to?
what they considered a fair sunm to meet the
position that would arise. A few weeks ago
arrangements were muade by the Government
with the Rieturned. Soldiers' League to place
.245,000 aside to assist other ex-soldiers. who

we~c suitable to go on the land, so that they
would have the samne advantage regarding re-
bates of interest. There is a demand on the
part of a numsber of soldiers who claimi they
should be provided with facilities for going
onl the land, and that they should not he
limited in that regard. The Government in-
tend to encourage the settlement of the men
onl the land, and we have decided to provide
the suln of £295,000 so that thle soldiers set-
tled since the 1st July, 1q24, shall receive
the same consideration as those who went on
the land before that date. It would appear
that there was sonic understanding that the
State should bear one-half of the losses in
connection with the S ol dier Settlement
Scheme. No record can be found dealing
with that matter, but it is clear that the
Comtmonwealth authorities arc tinder that im-
pression. In order to support my statemnt,
I will read a letter that the Minister for
Lands, Hon. WV. C, Angwin, received from
the Prime 'Minister dealing with this ques-
tion. The Prime Minister said-

As it is e-vident the losses to the State will
he greater than at first anticipated, the Corn-
nion1Wealth lusien considering what further

asisace it should gran1t the States SO as to
p~rovide for the equitable distribution between
the Commonwealth and States of the total
losses. After a careful review of tihe position,
my Government is of opinion that the proper
course to pursue niow is to write off £C5,000,000
of the loans made 1w the Commnonwvealthr to
the States for soldier lanid settlement. This
would bring the Oonnioa wealth 's share of the
losses to mnore than £10,000,000, and my) Gay-
ernient believes such a contribution from the
Commonwealth would be sufficient to cover
miore than half the total losses involved in the
Soldier Settlement Semne and would enable
the States to deal justly with all settlers in
di fflislti ci.

We claim that the concessions made hy the
State represent half of the total amount, and
I can give the House a few details. On land
held by soldiers before they went to the war
there was an amount of £183,864. In re-
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spect of new land-this has reference to
Crown lands taken up by soldiers after the
ivar-there were concessions amounting to
£342,941. Application fees represented
X44,609, and mortgage fees to£3000. These
two reductions are in connection with the
Agricultural Bank and the State has to
bear the burden of those concessions. Inter-
est on account of rebates, representing the
rednction of interest to the soldiers com-
pared with that charged to civilians over the
full term of the loan, constitute a conces-
sion of £131,078) and the interest conces-
sion, one-half per cent. lowver than that
ehni-gvd civilians, ainounts to £564,782. The
total amount of thie concessions granted by
the State represent X1, 2 97,274, and, of
course, that amount will increase as further
soldiers go on the land. The Soldier Settle-
ment Board, in extending relief to soldier
settlers, deal with each ease on its merits, re-
garding reduction of values of holdings, and
so forth. The members of the board com-
prise the Agricultural Bank trustees, to-
gether with Capt. HT. Throssell, V.0., who
represents the soldiers. The amount written
down by the hoard to date on 622 holdingsi
is approximately £200,000. This has to come
out of the £796,000 to which the Bill1 refers.
Thle revaluation of thle soldiers' holdings has
not been completed yet, and thle Common-
wealth Parliament has not yet ratified the
aurreeieit. Settlers here are being notified
that the reduction in their liabilities is eo"-
ditional upon the ratification of the agree-
inent hv hbtth tile Federal Parlarnent and the
State Parliament. Thle reduction iii interest
anm,,ts is, being made in the meantime, for
we are anticipating that everything- will be
;ll , ight, anl that the. ag-eemelit wvill re-
ceive endorsement at the hands of both see-
tions of the Legrslature. The Commonwealth
has. been doin;! that for the State since the
commuencenment of January, 1026, in antici-
pationi of lparlianmentary approval. To put
thle whole thing in a nutshell, the Bill pro-
vides, for reducing the amount of the loans
to soldiers by £796,000, thle reduction of in-
terest to 5t per rent. to soldiers after 31st
December. 1030, the ratification of the con-
ditions thle State has been working under re-
garding rebates, representing 121/ per cent.
onl moneys loaned by the Commonwealth,
and, lastly, a machinery clause providing
for sinking funds, and repayments by the
State to th Commonwealth of moneys ad-
vanced. I move--

That the Bill be now read a second time.

Onl motion by Bon. Sir William Lathlain.
debate adjourned.

BILL-VERm[N ACT AMENDMENiT

Second Reading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. M
tDrew-Centrai) [5.43]) in moving the see.
onl reading said: During last session ait
amiendmnent to thle Vermin Act was passei
by Parliament. Under that amendment pro.
vision was made for the collection of a fn
fromn all owners of holdings comprising ovei
160 acres, from which a uniform bonus wat
to 1)e paid for the destruction of wild dogs
toxes, and eagle hawks. Section 100 (a) ol
the principal Act, which was inserted by th(
amendingi Act and passed last session, pro-

vided that every' owner of a holding-
rchould par to the Minister annually on
demand the rate of such amouint as
igh-t lie fixed hr the M1inister. In-

stead of the tax being collected by the
Minister, it is to he collected b *y the Taxa-
Lion I )epartment. Thle Taxation Depax tment
assess from thle 1st Jnl * in each year, and
the y can send out these notices at thle saint
time as they send out the land tax a, ,ess-
nienit.. Rut in many instances assessment
notices aire not senut out until late in the
rear,. sometimes not until the following
rVear. Therefore the Crown Law Depart-
ment adv-ises. that under the present Act fuir-
tlier notices could not he sent to the land-
holder until 12 monthsi after thle receipt of
the notice referred to, that only' one notice
per year could be sent out if the Act were
strictly complied withi. If the amaendment
now suggested be approved of-providing"
for the substitution of "30th June" for
"~annual! v'"-the landholder in forwarding-
his taxation returns call give the information
de'irerl. This wvill save a considerable
amiount of unnecessary labotir involving in-
creased expenditure to the Government.
Last year's amendment of Subsection 3 of
Section 1118 provided that the money should
be lpaid to the credit of an account kept at
the Department of Agriculture. Tt is: now
deemed advisable by the Government that
the Treasury should keep this; account.
Hence the amiendment we propose. 'When
these amendments were being considered. it
wvas suggested to the "Minister that in the
Bill provision should he made to permit
owncrs of veniin-pronf fences to go on to
adjoininir propertipes in order to effect re-
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iairs to those fences. In most cases it is no provision for the child's mother, w'ho has
very unlikely that owners will experience
any difficulty in this regard, but in certain
instances, I understand, opposition has been
shown to them.

Hart. J. Cornell: The Pastoralists' Asso-
ciation want this passed.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Yes, they
have requested it. It is on record that men,
having gone to the expense of erecting
fences with the object of keeping their pro-
perties free from vermin, have been forced
to allow those fences to get into a state of
disrepair through the law not outhorising
thenm to go oil to adjoining properties with
a view to nuintaising those fences. A sec-
tion has to he added to the principal Act in
order to meet such eases. I move-

That the Bill be nowN read a second time.

On niotion by lon- R. H. Harris, debate
adjourned.

BILL-LEGITIMATION ACT AMEND-
ME NT.

Second Reading.

HON. J. NICHOLSON (Metropolitan)
[5.50] in moving the second reading said:
The Bill has been introduced to remedy an
apparent anomaly or omission in the prin-
cipal Act. In 1909 parlianient passed the
Legitimation Act, which provided for the
legitimation of children who were horn out
of lawful wedlock but whose parents suibse-
quently married. Section 3 of the principial
Act provides that any child born before the
marriage of his or her parents, and whether
before or after the passing of the Act, whose
parents have inter-married, shall be deemed
on the registration of such child as pre-
scribed by the Act to have been legitimated
by such marriage from birth, and shall be
entitled to all the rights of a child born in
wedlock. A very simple processq is provided
for the legitimation of such a child. The
process resolves itself into a simple statii-
tory declaration to be made and filed by the
father of the child. When that is done it
becomes the duty of the registrar to enter
the name of the child on the register as a
legitimate child. A good many eases have
arisen showing that an omission was made
in the principal Act. The father of some
such children has omitted to go through that
simple process of filing a declaration, and
the father having died, there is in the Act

been subsequently married, to make sonic
other declaration in lieu of that of her bus-
band. It is one thin for a man to make
a declaration acknowledging that he is the
fatther of the child, but it is quite another
thing, when the man is dead for the woman
or wife to come forward and say "That
child is actually the child of intercourse be-
tween me and the jan who is now dead."
Accordingly in the Bill before us it is pro-
posed that in the ease of a wife making an
application after the death of the father of
the child it shall be made before a judge in
Chambers and that the judge, after hearing
the necessary* evidence, shall make an order.
That is a wvise lprotection. It is obviouisly
unfair to the child that lie or she should be
branded with the stain of illegitimacy
through an act of forgetfulness on the part
of the father. There can be no objection

-to a Bill devised to remned y that defect in
the parent Act. The principle of legitimna-
tion has been recognised in this State since
1909, and is in vogue in other parts of the
world. The land from which I sprang was
one of the first countries to adopt the legi-
timation of children by' the subsequent mar-
riage of the parents. Tt is a very wise pro-
vision. However, we have the law here, and
all we now wvant to do is to increase the
benefit of htat law. Clause 2 of the Bill
furnisheq a proviso to Section 3 of the
prnceipal Act, which I hav e already quoted.
The proviso limits the child legitimated to
participating only in the real and personal
property remaining undistributted at the date
of the registration of such child as legiti-
mate. That is a wise safeguard, for prior
to the date of the order legitimating the
child, some portion of the estate may have
been distriubted amongst the other child-
ren, and it would not he fair that that child
should have a legal claim upon such portion.
It is only a proper safeguard. Section 5 of
the. Act reads an follows-

-Nothing in this Act shall affect any estate,
right or interest in any real or personal pro-
nerty to which any person has become or may
become entitled either mediately or immedi-
ately in possession or expectancy by virtue of
any disposition moade before the passing of
this Act or by virtue of any devolution by
law on the dea;th of any person dying before
the passing of this Act.

That is amended by Clause .1 of the Bill
which adds the following words-
except so far as to permit, in accordance with
Section 3, any child legitimated in accordance
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with the provisions of this Act receiving Or
sharing and participating in any real and per-
sonal property remaining ndistributed at the
date of regist ration of such child as legiti-
mate.

There the same safeguard is inserted. The
main purpose of the Bill is contained in
Clause 4, which gives to the mother after the
death of her husband the right to take nee-
sari' steps for th olgtimation of the child.
Clause 4 adds the following words-
or when nfter the death of the husband with-
out his having previously made or produced to
the registrar such a statutory declaration, it
shiall lbe proved to the satisfaction of a .Judgein Chambers upon the application of the
ijiother that thle hu'tqand1 waq the father of
the child, or during his lifetime acknowledged
himself as the father of tire child, then upon
rroduchion of a certified copy of the ordler Of
the Judge so finding-

-it shall be the dluty' of the registrar to
regi-ter sueh c-h ild, and upuoi die production
ot stiick an order to the registrar, the regis-
trar 'Will enter it in the samne way as he
wvouldi enter the declaration which the father
would have mnade had he been alive and
carried ouit his proper duties. I move--

That the Bill be now rend a second tiiie.
Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Cornmittee.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amlendment, and
the report adopted.

BILL-JETTIES.

Second iReadingj.

THE HONORARY MINISTER (Hon.
J. W. Hiekey-Central) [6.51 in moving
the second reading said: The Jetties flegu-
at ion Act, ]878, was framed to govern the

UN e a.nd ni1anag ent of all public bridges,
jetties, piers and wharves, and uinder it both
the Public W~orks Department arid the liar-
hour aind Lights Department have from
time to time framer!' reguHlations. On occa-
sions those regutlations, have come into con-
flict and have resulted in friction between
the two departments. Thre existing Act is
not wide enough to govern the departmental
workin g of our North-West jetties, the vol-
ume of business over some of which is equal
to that of a smnall harbour trust. The pow-
ers contained in the Act of 1878 are cer-
tainly not sufficiently defined to control the

working ot the steam tramnways, goods sheds
and yards connected with thie jetties. It is
in the goods sheds and yards, that most 0g
thme deparitnentfs x esponsibilities lie. We
have regulationsi dealing with berthage,
irharfag-, handling, cranze hire, haulage,
slot age- penalties are provided unider stor -
rag;e rC-gulations-and tramways, but a wider
Act i, required to emnbrace: the regulations.
The Bill is based largely on the legisla-
tion under which the Fremantle Ur-our
Trust and similar authorities both in Webt-
in Anastrulia arid elsewhere operate. A

mnore definite interpretation i s given to thle
various- termrs rind references in the Bill.-
and the- powers, providled conformi to the ex-
isting relain.In addition to the see-
lions conhtineft in the- Act of 1878, powers
are included to build, pror~laim, alter, lease,
take over, or remove jetties or other sim-
ilar striietores. as wvelI as to regulate the
use of private jetties, to authorise the build-
ing- by pirivate individuals of jetties, sheds
and other structure,,, and to lease areas for
this purpose to private individuals. Act
N o. 49 of 1.912, compelling owners or mas-
ters of vessels to be answerable in damages
to His 'Majesty for injury to any public
jelly, is also included.- Clause 3 contains
some necessary definitions. Clause 4 gives
power to make regulations. In nearly every
instance the provisions have been taken
from similar sections in the Fremiantle Har-
bour Trust Act-Subelnuises. ] and 2
from Sections 8 and 9-, Subelanse 3 from
Section 17; Subelanse 4 from Section 15;
and Subelause 5 from Section 16. Sub-
clause 6 is needed to prevent consignors
loading- direct from their own jetty on to a
vessel in ports where we have; a jetty.
North-Western memnbers will appreciate this
provisionl. It applies to a jetty such as that
of Streeter and Male, Broome. Subelause
7 (a) is taken from Section 33 of the Har-
bour Trust Act, (bi) from Section 34; (e)
fiomi Section 35, and (d) from Section 36;
Subelnuse 8 from Section 37; Subelause 9
from Section 10; Subelause 10 from Section
3,9 , and Subelause 11, parapfliphs (a) an-i
(b) from Sections 42, 43 and 44, (c) from
Section 46; (d) from Section 47 and (e)
from Section 41 : Subelause, 12 from Sec-
tion 47: and Suhelnuse 13 from Section 40.
Subelauses 14 and 15 deal with the leasing-
of jetties, sheds, private sidings, etc., and
Subelause 16 provides for p~enalties, Clause
6 gives power to construct a jetty, or take
over a private jetty, or lease, close or re-
move a jetty. Some privately owned jetties
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onl the Swan River have been taken over at
various times by the Crowil, instances being
Coffee Point and. Nedlands. Other jetties
onl the North-West coast not large enough
to be worked departmen tally are leased to
private contractors. 'Many persons onl the
Swan River desire' leases of the foreshore
on which to construct private jetties. Many
suchi licenses have been issued and Clause 7
authorises us to issue other licenses. Clause S
is necessary to prevent the construction of
private jetties except pursuant to license
or lease. Clause 9 empowers the Governor
to make regulations for the preservation of
buoys. At most. of the jetties haul-off or
wvarp buoys are provided to obviate undue
strain on the structure, and at exposed ports
it is necessary to compel vessels to use the
buoy, s when there is any heavy range.
Clauses 1.0 and 11 have been taken fromi the
old Act. The responsibility for damage to
jetties as set out in the Act of 1912 is in-
eluded in Clause 12. It is necessary to take
pow'er to prevent undue risk or damage to
jetties when vessels are berthing. Though
this is oniy a small Bill, it is an impllortanlt
one. I mlov--

That the Bill be now read a scond time.

Onl motion byv lon. J. Nichool, debate
adjouned.

Siaig suspenided front 6.15 to 7.30 p.

BILL-SHIPPING ORDINANCE
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

THE HONORARY MINISTER (Hon.
.. W.lfiekey-Central) [7.301 in moving the
second reading -said: This is a very small
Bill. its object being to ensure that all
the Port regulations -and Swan River -regu-
lations framed under 18 Vie. No. 15 shall
PIefectively applyv. Section 3 of 18 Vie. No.
15. being the Shipping and Pilotage Con-
solidation. Ordinance of 1855, provides that
persons violatig the regulations framed un-
der the Ordinance shall be punished. " pro-
vided that no master or commander of a ves-
sel? shall lie liahle for any breach of such rules
and regulations unless a copy thereof has
bein reviously delivered to him or left on
hoard his ship or vessel." As a result, the
Glovernment officers responsible find they
cannot prosecute owners of small vessels an-
rhoriiiw in thle fairways, disobeying the rule
of the road, or sailingf without lights unless
a copy of the Port and Swan River regula-

tions has first been delivered as provided. It
is practically impossible for the Government
to be alwvays in a position to prove in court
that the delivery was effected prior to the
offence. -] oreover, it is now a general rule
that persons engaged inl any traffic or bus-
iess shall have knowledge of the law, and
be liable for breaches of it, wvithout personal
and individual advice from the authorities
to each person. All1 Acts and regulations
have a prescribed and general publicity, and
there is no r~eason why owners of vessels
onl rivers. and in ports should have the
special preference hitherto preserved to
themn by this old Ordinance. It is therefore
desired that the proviso in Section 3 as to
delivery ol regulations to the master or comn-
tnander be struck out, I do not anticipate
much opposition to the measure, and I
mlove-

Thiat the Bill be newv read a second timne.
Onl motion by Hlon. J. Ewing, debate ad-

journed.

BILL-HERDSMAN'S LAKE DRAIN-
AGE ACT REPEAL.

Second Readling.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J 1f.
IDrew-Cenrral) [7.35] in mnoving the second
reading said: Thre Herdsman's Lake Drain-
age .\ct of 1920 was passed in order to per-
muit of the construction of a drain from
Herdsman's Lake to the ocean, and to enable
the Government to rate prop~erties deriving
benefit from the work. It was found that
the Metropolitan Water Supply, Sewerage,
and Drainage Act of 1.902 was not applic-
able, and that. they .Land Drainage Act of
1900 was unsuitable. Under the latter Act
rio drainage works can be undertaken before
it drainage area has been constituted, and
tis could bie done only upon petition of the
land owners who would be rated wvithin the
proposed area. Until the 1900 Act has been
repealed, the provisions of the existing
drainage Act cannot be applied to the area
drained hr the Herdsman's Lake works; and
it is inten ded to constitute the land drained
into a drainage district and form a hoard,
s;o that a rate may hie levied to cover the
cost of maiintenanc'e and rep~air of drains
excavated within the area. Even if a dis-
troft is nlot Cons-tit~ited or a drainage board
riot formed, the Act of 1925 empowers the
MAinister to levy, a rate. Section 9, Subsec-
tion 3, of the Act provides--

if nay drain, not within the boundaries of
nadrainage district, is declared y. Order in
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Council to be a State drain, the Minister may
exercise the powers and authorities and shall
have the immunities of a board under Parts
VI., VII., V11l., IX., X., and XLi. of this Act
within an area defined by the same or any sub-
sequent Order in Council and declared to be
land that benefits by the construction of the
drain) and such area shall, for such purposes,
he deemed a district within the meaning of
this Act.

The Herdsman's Lake contans 1,000 acres,
and there are 200 acres on the margin. This
land was purchased for the pups of set-
tling returned soldiers. The watershed of
tire lake comprises about 6,200 acres, of
which .3,700 cannot be rated as they do not
receive, and will not receive, any benefit
from time drain. Consequently these 3,700
acres must be excluded. 0f the balance, 500
acres., known as t-he Jackadder area, is al-
ready under storm water drainage condi-
tions. The 1,200 acres included in the pur-
chase for soldier settlement, plus the Jack-
adder area of 500 acres, makes a total of
1,700 acres, anid this leaves approximately
700 acres to be rated in return for the bene-
fits which the drainage will confer. The
effect of the proposed repeal would be to
bring Herdsmn's Lake tinder the drainage
measure which received the sanction of this
House last year. I move-

That the Bill be now read a second time.

HON. A. BEJRVILL (South-East)
[7.41] -I have visited the district in ques-
tion two or three times, and it seems to mie
that the area outside Herdsman's Lake
which is actually' drained may suffer injus-
tice fromn the piroposed repeal. I fully
understand that cue effect of the repeal will
lie to enable the Minister to impose a hig-her
rate under the Act passed last year than
unlder- the exislin! Act applying- to Herds-
man's Lake. rnder the latter Act there is
power~ to proclaimn the whole watershed a
drainage area. When this has been done
and a drainage board has been formed, or
the 'Minister has constituted himself a drain-
age hoard, the remainder of the watershed
or catchment. area can be brotight within the
purview of rating tip to 2s. in the pound on,
the unimproved value of the land or uip to
5s. per acre. Somec years ago I found that
a large area called N joolcenbooroo, now
known as Jackadder, had been under culti-
vation but had been largely abandoned. I
was infornied that thre area had been drained
into Herdsman's Lake, which was at the
time very low. At one period or another
a channel had beenr cut from Herdsman's

Lake into a smnall lake below it. Further
back in the watershed the drainage had been
c-arried on from Osiborne Park, and with the
progressive cultivation and consolidation of
the land there, the effect of stormwnter and
rains through years, had been to fill up Herds-
man's Lake. Consequently the Njooken-
booroo people whlo used to drain into Herds-
man's Lake found the water encroaching
upon them, and were forced to abandon their
holdings for thre timne being. No w th at
Herdsman's Lake is drained, they have un-
doubtedly benefited. However, they suf-
fered in thie Past, and so far as I know they
have not either sued for damag-es or ob-
tained comnpensation. It is possible that the
Minister mnay now forma a drainage hoard
to make. tlte~ze people pay for the excessive
drainage costs of Herdsman's Lake. A
select commnittee of this House inquired somoe
timie ago into the waterworks then being
constructed in Perth. The committee a-
certained that the Herdsnman's Lake drain-
age works were to have cost £35,000 but had
actuall.% cost C105,000. I cannot flidk in
"Hanisard" that the Minister for Water
Supply in smother plac-e stated definitely
that the people outside the area actually
drained, and flooded for some years, are to
bie exempted from rates. If they are not
going- to be exempted they should have some
recompense because of the flooding of their
areas. Tire Minister stated that a certain
number of acres could not come under the
Drainage Adt because flier were deriving
rio benefit from the work that liad beeu
done. These people ar riot getting- any
benefit from the drainage of Herdsman's
Lake. In the past the drainage from Os-
bornie Park was carried to Njookenbooroo,
and as the water was banked uip, it 'gradu-
all -y worked its way hack to Osborne Park.
T shiould like to hare an aissurance from the
'Minister that those People immediately out-

siethe area will not be asked to pay an
excessive rate. Had these works been put
into operation after the Land Drainage Act
was passed. the position would have beeni
[ilt the 31ini-zcr would hare proclaimed a
drainagre area under that Act, and then
formed a board. Re then would have kub-
mitted the works as they were put uip to
the hoard arid if the board thought the prices
were excesszive, or that the drainage works
would hare bepen ineffective, they' would
have objected. Subsection 4 of Section 60
of' the Land Drainage Act provides-

If within a period of one mo~nth after such
publication a petition against the proposed
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works is presented to the Minister, signed by
persons who constitute a miajority of the
owners of rateablc land within the district, the
beard shall not carry out the proposed works.

]f the people at Njookenbooroo thought
they were going to he rated excessively, they
would hav e bece nble to object, and a ma-
jority would have stopped the wvorks, not-
withstanding that the IMinister had pro-
claimed a d rainage area. Now, that the drain
is completed, the Act under which they were
originally bron.ght is to be repealed, and
they will automatically come under the newv
Act. rrhey will thus have no chance of
getilg out of the extra cost that has been
put onl. I hope the Minister w'ill look into
the matter and when replying will state
wvhetIher these settlers will not have unfair
rating put on them on account of the com-
pletion of the works.

Onl motion by Hon. 11.A. Stephenson,
debate adjourned.

BILLc-CO-OPERATIVE
DENT SOCIETIES
MENT.

AND PROWI-
ACT AMEND-

Second Reading.

THE HONORARY EnlSTER (Hon.
.1. W. Hickey-Central) [7.50] in moving-
the second reading said: The object of this
Bill is to provide for the alteration of the
period at which the year shall end, from the
31st Dlecembier to th 30th June. Legisla-
tion has already been passed to make a
corresponding provision for the registered
friendly societies. That was done at the
requiest of those societies. As members of
the co-operative and provident societies are
of the seinec class as those belonging to the
friendly societies, it is reasonable to assume
that the ehange sought will be welcomed.
The co-operative societies are engaged in
trading oper'ations and they naturally pre-
fer that their year should close in June in-
stead of December. There has been a grow-
ing tendency amongst business houses to
adopt the 30th June as the termination of
the financial year. The change asked far
will serve a further purpose because it is
desired to obtain uniform statistics relative
to the co-operative movement. Most people
in various walks of life are interested in the
co-operative movement, and they are aiming
in that direction. With the change, data
also will be on the saime basis in all the
States. I move-

That the Bill be now read a second time.

HON. J. CORNfELL (South) [7.53]: The
Bill does not go far enough, because there
is an amendment to which 1 shall refer that
is long overdue. I spoke nmnny years ago
oin the limitation of the capital of co-opera-
tive societies. I understand that the luit
is £2,000. If co-operation is to be the stir-
cess it should be, it never wvill succeed while
the capital is limited to that comparatively
.small stum. .1 know of companies that, were
they able to xcced the capital allowed by
the law, would to-day be co-operative socie-
ties. One tiat I have in mind is the Re-
turned Soldier,' Co-operative Company. In
reality it is a company bait it was originally
sought to form it as t co-operative society.
The promoters, liowvever, were prevented
fromt doing so b'y the cast-iron pro-
visions of tile Act. Some years ago 1 first
spoke on this cjuestion nnd 1 have spoken
since. I certainly think that nowv we have,
this Bill before us. the Leader of the House
.should look into the suggestion I have mnade
and submit the necessary amendments. The
provision in the Act of which I complain
has stood for some 23 years, and the time
is overdue for the Act to be recast. I hope
the Minister wvill note my remarks.

Question put and passed.

Hill read a second time.

In Committee.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, and the
report adopted.

BILL-AGRICULTURAL BANK ACT

AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Eon. J. MK
Drew-Central) [7.57) in moving the second
reading said: The object of the Bill is to
increase the salary of the Managing Trustee
of the Agricultural Bank, and also the fees
of his colleagues. In 1010 the salary fixed
for the Managing Trustee was £.1,000 and
the fees of his colleagues were limited to
£150 per annum. The Bill provides for anl
addition of £500 to the salary of the Matng-
ing Trustee, and £C100 to the fees of each of
the other trustees. Little argument will be
necessary to convince members of the jus-
tice of this measure. The work of the M1an-
aging Trustee has immensely increased dur-
ing the last 16 years and his responsibilities
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have been added to g-reatly. In 1910 the con-
trol of the Agricultural Bank was his sole
tare; to-day he is entrusted with the finan-
cial administration of the Industries Assist-
anice Board, and the Discharged Soldiers'
Settlement Scheme, for which he receives no
additional remuneration. Inl proof of my
asisertion that the responsibilities of the
Managing 'i'ustee have largely increased
since 100, 1 mny state that in that year the
total advance controlled by that officer
amounted to 0I.02-,Iili. wlierens onl the Soin;
June, 1925, the vap iI al invested by the de-
bartineilt amounted in all to £11i,282,054.

which total, of course, includes thie Indus-
tries Assistance Board and the Soldier Set-
tleien t investments. It is not noecesry
to stress the qualifications of the Mflaagillg.
Trustee. They are widely' known. Mr.
McLarty has long since won the confidence
and esteem of the people by the capacity he
has shown, the eniergy hie has displayed, and
the conscientiousnegls with which he has per-
formed the duties of his office. The other
trustees are paid at so much per sittingr.
Increased work means more meetings,. but
the total amount paid to each of the oilier
trustees is limited by the Act. They cannot
receive more than £150) per year.

Hoer. J. Cornell: That is. to-day.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Yes.

Hlon. J1. Cornell : It is not enough.

The CHI1EF SE('IITABY: It is unfair
to limit the amount to C150, and is not in
the best interests, of the State. I move-

Thrt the Bill bec now read a second time.

HON. J. CORNELL (South) [S1]: From
my knowledge of the Agricultural Bank
trustees, particularly of Mr. MefLarty, and of
their numerous activities, I hold the opinion
that the Bill does not 20e far enough. The
increase in their salaries ought to be dated
back. I am pleased that the Government
have recognised the value of the Agzricul-
tural Bank, the services of the trustees, and
pairficularly those of the nnaging trustee.
The only charge that can be laid against
Mfr. 31cLarty is that he has worked too bard.
Hie ias not been adequately recompensed
for what he has done. A great amount of
money is involved in this institution, and a
great amount of work i., ca~t upon the trus-
tees. The Bill is long overdue, but I am
sure that eve" member of the Council will
accord it his vote.

RON. A. A. STEPHENSON (21tetropoli-
tan-Suburbain) [8.2]: I have pleasure in
sul)lsorting- the Bill. We are fortunate in
having such cap~able oflicers in charge of tbe
Agricultural Bank. They have indeed ren-
dered good service. Additional remnera-
dion for them, has been long overdue. They
have well earned anl increase in their salaries,
and we are justified in giving it to them.
It would indeed lie difficult to find three men
more completent than these trustees for the

1(ou1 ions they hold.

HON. J. EWING (South-West) [8.3): I
wish to exprers my appreciation of the work
of the trusties of the bank. 31r. Mctarty
was connected with the instiltution loug be-
fore hie became trustee. Since lie has as-
sumed that responsible plositionl the work of
the banik has greatly, increased. He is al-
wvay-, ready for wvork, anxious to do all be
c-an for all p~arts ofC the State. advance its
interests, and attend to the requirements of
those who are settled onl the land. For
many years no advances were made by the
Bank inl the South-West, but during- thec last
fewv Years it has been agreed that the South-
West is worthy of consideration in this re-
gard. Since the gowtli of settlement there
and the establishement of groups, advances
have been made to the South-West. Mr.
McI~art v has done magnificent work thiere,
and is deserving, of congratulation. I am
sure every membler will bear testimony to the
woniderful wvork he has clone in the settle-
intent of thre va~t areas of this State. Not
long ago I read with great regret that he
had been obliged to take a rest. He was
very' ill; indeed it was thought he would not
get well. I ani g lad to say he has made a
wonderful recovery during his brief holiday,
and is now againl back at work. His services
were greatly' appreciated by the previous
Giovernmenit, and are also highly valued by
the Minister for Lands and other members
of the present Governmnent.

Hon. J1. Cornell: They are -valued by
everybod 'y.

Hon. J. EWINC: Yes. If anything
should happeni to cause him to sever his con-
nection with the bank. I am sure it would
be a great loss to the State. The salary now
to be given to 'Mr. MecLarty is not more than
hrp deserves. It is a good salary, but a good
man deserves it. The trustes. of the bank
arc not properly' remunnera tcd and the extra
£1 00 a 'year is their due. I am pleased to
have this opportunity' of bearing testimony
to the work done by the trustees.
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HON. W. T. GLASHEEN (South-East) paid. I have known him for many years,
[8.5]: 1 support the remarks of previous
speakers, and agree with Mr. Cornell that
tihe proposal does not go far enough. The
Chief Secretary said that the sum of
£11,000,000 wvts involved in the activities of
the bank. For the management and control
of so vast at sun' of Public money the salary
of £1,,500 a year is not proportionate to the
responsibility involved. I was a client of
the bank for many years, and bad nothing
but kindness and consideration from it.
W hilst nyi anomalies existed in its early
history, 1 think the general consensus of
opinion 11ow, wherever one may hear opin-
ions expressed on the question, is that the
institution is admirably managed and could
hardly be improved upon. I am sorry that
this iiill has not been considered in ratio
to the responsibilities that the officers in
question have to accept. I trust the bank
will always carry on its activities to the sat-
isfaction of the public as it has (lone in the
past.

HON. W. J. MANN (South-West) [8.7]
I amn pleased that the Government have at
last recognised the splendid services ren-
dered to the State by the managing director
of the Agricultural Bank, Mr. 2fcLarty and
his co-trustees. I give my unqualified sup-
port to the Bill. I recognise Mr. 'MeLarty's
undoubted ability, his fine, manly, and tact-
ful wa of dealing wvith clients, and the fact

thtlehas won the confidence of the people
in the wheat belt, the South-West, and other
lparts of the State. Some little time ago
I was accused of having attacked the advis-
orv board on rroup settlement, of which
lie. .1elart v is a member. The statements
11,ah. were quite untrue. What I really was
pointing out 'vas that Air. Metcarty had too
much work to do as the manager of the
Agricultural Bank to be able to devote a
gicat deal of time to group settlements.
This stalenient was misconstrued, and wick-
edly distorted. I earnestly support the Bill,
bel ieving that the increases in salary are
long, ovoid no and justly merited.

HON. E. ROSE (South-West) [8.10]: 1
sulplort the Bill. I amc Surprised to hear
that the managing trustee of the Bank is
only reeiving £1,000 a 'year. I thought the
salary, had been raised sonic time ago. The
,nnger of another institution. which has
not the responsibilities of the Agricultural
Bank, is receiving £2,500 a year. This
shows how poorly Mr. McLarty is being

and am fully acquainted with the amount
of time he devotes to his duties. Week in
and] week out he has returned to work at
night, until at length hie was obliged to
take a rest in order to recover his health.
H1e has used many of the best years of his
life for the benefit of the State. No man
has done more in placing settlers on the
land than has M1%r MeLarty. I am pleased
that the Government aie now recognising his
services by paying- him a salary more in
keeping with the responsibilities of his office
and the work he does. [ (10 not consider the
salary of' a man in this position should be
less titan £2,000 a year. Good men with
p~ractical experience, and capable in so many
directions, as Mr. MeLarty is, are difficult
to get. The increase in salary is long over-
dute.

Question put and passed.

Bill cead a second time.

In Commnittee.

Bill passed through Committee without
(debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted

BILL-TRUST
ACT

rUNS INVESTMENT
AMENDMENT.

Scconzc 1Bending.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (lion. J. M.
lDrew-Central) [8.14] in moving the second
reading said: It is provided in the Trustees
Act, 1900, that trust funds may be used in
the purchase of municipal bouds. This power
was given before road boards were author-
isvid to raise loans. Subsequently in 1902 the
provisious of the Road Districts Act were
enlarged, and many powers wvere given to
road boards to raise money by loan in order
to carry out works on similar lines to those
carried out by municipalities. Again, eonbe-
quent upon the enlarged powers granted to
road boards, and to these special circum-
stances in the State, many of these smaller
mnunicipal ities were nierged into and adminis-

teredl as part of the adjoining road districts
with most satisfactory results, economically,
financially, and in the interests of the coun-
try. WVe have several instances of this in
the metropolitan area. Many towns sprang
up within roAd districts owving to the de-
velopment of the country, such as Katan-
Jung and other centres. All of them required
similar facilities to those provided in muni-
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ci1)alities. To meet those requirements it was
necessary to extend the same powers to road
boards in respect of trust funds. A Bill to
alter the Trustees Act of 1900 was passed
by the Legislative Assembly in 1924 with
the intention of extending those powers to
road boards. When the measure reached the
Legislative Council, an amendment was
moved, reading as follows;-

Provided that prior to the issue of deben-
tures the Minister for Public Works shall have
certified is' writing (a) that 75I per centumn of
the ratepayers of the district have paid all
rates due by them for rates imposed by the
road board for the then last preceding finan-
cial year; (b) that the total annual rateable
v-aloe of the road district shall disclose an
average increase of at least one per centum
per annumn during the immediately preceding
five years.
The effect of that pr-oviso, which wvas agreed
to, has been to nullify the intention of the
nmeasure. An instance of the effect of that
amendment is the experience of the Soutn
Perth Road Board. Investors were ready
to loan trust funds to the board, who en-
deavoured to comply with the conditions laid
down in the proviso requiring that 75 per
cent, of the ratepayers of the di~trict should
pay their rates. It was found that 74.9
per tent, of the ratel)ayers in the South
Perth Ro-ad Board area had dlone so and I
think hon. members will agree with me that
that represented a substantial compliance
with the requirements of the amended legis-
lation. It was ruled by the Crown Lawv au-
thorities, and righrtly so, too, that that per-
enttage did not represent full compliance
with the Act and therefore eould not be
accepted. As aresult that local an-
thorit 'v has been restrained from raising the
necessary funds. This i-. not the only local
authority in difficulties owing to these con-
ditions having been imposed. Among other
road hoards affected are the M1urray Road
Board, the 'Merredin Road Board and the
Wy' aleatchem Road Board. During the time
I was administering the North-West Depart-
ment T mnet with a similar difficulty. A v-ery
importat road hoard in the North-West
desired to raise a loan and although every
endeavour w-as made to comply with the
amendment I harve referred to, the members
of the road hoard were not able to do so.
I had the matter thoroughly investigated and
found that five of the most prominent road
hoards in the North-West had been practic-
ally debarred from raising money, owing to
the amendment that was agreed to in this
House in 1924. Trustees and other people

having trust funds are willing and anxious
to [telp) hoards by making those funds avail-
able as soon as this restriction is removed.
[ly taking the trust funds from local sources,
that money for investment will be kept with-
in the State. Those wvho control trust funds
may be relied upon to exercise sufficient care
to see that the money is not lent to a road
board not thoroug-hly solvent and not able
to meet loans when they mature. I move-

That thme Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by lion. H. Seddon, debate ad-
joucrnied.

tIs):isc adjourned ait 8.21 p.m.

Tuesday, 7th September, 1926.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
pa. and r-end prayers.

QUESTION-LIME, AGRICULTURAL
SUPPLIES.

Mr. C. 13. WANSEROtEGH asked the
M1inister for Agriculture: 1, What steps
have beens taken by the Department of Agri-
culture to ensure an efficient supply of lime
for agricultural purposes' 29, As it is most
important for both soil and stock over large
areas of the State, will he instruet his offi-
cers to give the matter special attention9

3, Is he aware that Professor Hendricks, of


